What happens after brain injury?
Traumatic brain injury is one of the leading causes of injury and death among the young in the United States. Severity can range from the brief confusion of a football player who has had his "bell rung" to the complete loss of voluntary behavior seen in the vegetative state. In this article, Dr Goldberg reviews the rehabilitation process used to restore the fullest function possible within the limits of the patient's injury, with emphasis on innovative assessment and treatment techniques. He also describes an approach to evaluation of minimally conscious patients that can be used to detect and confirm the presence of active cognition.